30TH MARCH — 9TH APRIL 2017

NEWSLETTER NO: IX
With the introduction of aerial drone
technology we have now entered a 3dimensional world. We recently hosted VIP
visitors from the Cape in recognition of their
accomplishments in establishing a commercial
and steam based tourist route between Cape
Town and Ceres - see www.ceresrail.co.za
During our train trip around the entire line we
stopped to inspect the new siding at Mooihoek
and used the drone to photograph the scene.

The rewards were great – we could see the crops,
we could see the landscape, we could see the
mountains, we could see the complex, we could
see the siding and we could see the 16-span
Afrikaners out and about on training which they
do almost every day of the week.
This ability to achieve a bird's eye view of what
we do will become an ever important feature of
our regular newsletters.

We hope that it will inspire people who have
never been to Sandstone to take time off and visit
us. One should remember we do daily walking
tours and we have a programme of steam days
throughout the year. Our next Steam Day events
are Women's Day 6th August, Heritage Day 24th
September and The Cherry Festival, 17-19
November.
Full details can be found on our website:
www.sandstone-estates.com

Picture by Des Clarke

Sandstone Happenings
BOOKINGS FOR STARS OF SANDSTONE 2017
We have had an excellent response to the
announcement that we were offering a noncatering package. This is an important step
because it significantly increases the
flexibility of the show. For people who are
camping in particular, and there is very
substantial camping capacity, we are able to
improve the balance between our capacity to
entertain people and our ability to provide
meals. Campers are normally self-catered
anyway. One should remember though that
we are now constructing a food village where
a cross-section of local dishes will be on sale
by local vendors. This will help church groups
and charitable organisations to generate
much needed revenue for the local
community.
Full details of Stars of Sandstone 2017 pricing
options are available from Larissa Clarke on
076 024 6188 or E: lclarke@sandstone.co.za

THE ENVIRONMENT,
WILDLIFE
& OTHER MATTERS
Some time ago we declared a 400 ha area around
our main complex as being essentially organic.
This means no chemicals and no fertilizers will
be used other than natural compost that we
make ourselves. The results are there to be seen
with a great selection of Rye, Oats and Lucerne.
This of course stands our cattle in very good
stead during the long, dry winter.
Having taken the step we now wish to emphasise
our wildlife protection programme. Before we
purchased the farm it was a Game Reserve and
so we still have Springbok and Blesbok on the
farm which are prospering. They wander free
mostly in the green zone that we refer to above.
At one point we attempted culling the excess
males but that stressed the animals so we do not
do that anymore. We are simply going to let
nature take its course but sadly there are no
surviving predators from bygone days.
One of the great problems that we face is the
propensity of people, local farmers etc. to shoot
the carnivorous animals like Lynx, Genet and
Jackals. While we accept that Jackals can be
problem we believe that they are the most
effective deterrent against Kangaroo Rats which
many farmers are struggling with in terms of
crop damage.
The Sandstone philosophy is to let nature
balance itself and not to interfere by isolating a
particular species. Ironically we do not have a
serious rat problem which is probably due to the
fact that we have a reasonably normal and
healthy population of predators.
An observation was recently made that the Owl
population has all but disappeared and there is
no doubt that is as a direct result of poisoning
rodents on an industrial scale.

The Sandstone Springbok Herd - including the young albino ram who takes everyone’s fancy

Farmers have responsibility to protect their
environment and to nurture all of the species on
their farm where possible. Obviously things can get
out of balance and we sympathise with sheep
Farmers who need to deal with the wily Black Backed
Jackal.
If any of our readers know of animals that have been
trapped such as the Rooikat (Caracal) pictured here,
they can feel free to bring them to us and we will
release them into the mountains.
Above: Black Backed Jackal
Left: Rooikat/Caracal Below: Genet

Sandstone Locomotives
UPDATE: NGG11 #52
One of the exciting attractions for the Stars of
Sandstone 2017 event will be the launch into
service of NGG11 Garratt locomotive No 52
built in Manchester by Beyer Peacock in 1919.
This is the oldest surviving Garratt locomotive
in the Southern Hemisphere and the second
oldest in the world.

After over two years of extensive work Lukas Nel
and his team have rebuilt the locomotive from a
basic write-off. NGG11 was a victim of the
SANRASM debacle (see: http://www.steam-inaction.com/images/stories/sia/20100921/sia%2
0sept10%20newsletter.pdf) but was snatched
from scrap thieves with hours to spare.

Working without drawings they have
transformed the locomotive which will soon
undergo its first boiler test. This has involved
straightening and rebuilding the frames and the
engine units, rebuilding the boiler and
remanufacturing the motion and valve gear. A
new water tank has been fabricated for the front
engine unit and an auxiliary water tanker for 52
has been rebuilt from a scrap narrow gauge
tanker.
Recently the cab fittings were completed
together with the safety valves, a new fabricated
turret and the fitting of the dynamo. The
locomotive is expected to steam for the first time
early in 2017.

The pictures from Lukas Nel show the
cab fittings and boiler mountings
together with progress on the
auxiliary tank, X2197.

DAVID SHEPHERD’S 15F
#3052 “AVRIL”
Reefsteamers' 15F #3046 leads her sister #3052
on a recent test run to Magaliesburg
on June 4th 2016

In a move successfully brokered by FEDRAIL
SA it has been agreed that David Shepherd's 15F
3052 “Avril” will move to a new home at Friends
of the Rail (FOTR) in Hermanstad in Pretoria
from its current base at Reefsteamers in
Johannesburg. The locomotive, which has been
recently rebuilt by Reefsteamers for its
custodians, Sandstone Heritage Trust, will
alleviate a critical shortage of motive power at
the Pretoria operator and enable it to run larger
trains on its weekend trips to Cullinan.
Reefsteamers has endorsed the move to its
fellow operator as they will soon have their
15CA in service alongside their own 15F 3046.
After their 19D 2650 was stopped for a major
overhaul, FOTR were reduced to haulage with

their 24 class locomotive which entailed lower
passenger loadings and subsequent lower
income on their trains.
In terms of the agreement FOTR will be erecting
covered accommodation supplied by Sandstone
Estates for 3052 and implementing specific
security and maintenance regimes in time for
the move.
In a further development on the move of 3052 to
FOTR in Pretoria from Reefsteamers (RS) in
Johannesburg, FEDRAIL SA has agreed with
custodians, Sandstone Heritage Trust, that the
locomotive will only move at the end of August
2016 as RS are also facing a motive power
shortage until the return to service of their 12AR
locomotive 1535. FOTR also need time to

construct a covered shed for 3052 which will
coincide with the end of August time frame, so
the arrangement is practical and mutually
agreeable for both parties.
FEDRAIL SA Director, Dave Richardson,
commented, “we are delighted to have been able
to arrange this move of 3052 to support Friends
of the Rail and equally delighted with the spirit
of cooperation between FEDRAIL SA members,
Sandstone Heritage Trust, Reefsteamers and
Friends of the Rail. Such camaraderie between
operators can only bode well for the future of
railway preservation in Southern Africa”.
David Shepherd has sent his warm good wishes
and is delighted that the locomotive, named
after his lovely wife Avril, is back in Steam.

Older Generation Locomotives
South African Railways Class 6C SAR No. 544 4-6-0, CSAR No. 349
& OVGS No. 73 Sharp, Stewart 4141 built 1896

This ubiquitous class of locomotives was originally designed by the
locomotive superintendent of the Cape Government Railways (CGR),
Michael Stephens, in the late 19th century and a number of variations were
placed in service between 1893 and 1904. Construction was by a number
British and American builders. The first examples were delivered to the
CGR but in 1896 the OVGS (Orange Free State Government Railways)
ordered a number of examples from Sharp, Stewart and Co in Glasgow of
which no: 544 was the fourth built as works number 4141 of 1896. The
loco was numbered as OVGS no: 73. Following the Anglo- Boer war,
Central South African Railways (CSAR) took over the OVGS and the
locomotive was renumbered as CSAR no: 349 of Class 6L-2. . While in
CSAR service it was fitted with a Belpaire boiler that was designed by Mr
P.A.Hyde - CME of the CSAR. This boiler provided a notable increase in
the locomotive's performance.On the formation of South African
Railways in 1910 the locomotive was renumbered 544 and reclassified as
6C.
During examination the cylinders were revealed as castings from Salt
River workshops in 1923, suitable for classes 6A, 6B and 6C. The
locomotive is also fitted with the tender from 6B number 536 which was
originally CGR number 597.After extensive service for both the CSAR
and the SAR on main line passenger service it was used on local passenger
train work when new, larger and more powerful locomotives replaced it
on main line duty. It spent the final years of its working life stationed at
Bethlehem Locomotive Depot - used on local shunting duty.

6C 544 in service in the early 20's.
Picture courtesy Transnet Heritage Library Collection

Class 6C No. 544 taken by Les Pivnic on 10th October 1968
during a visit to Bethlehem Loco

It was presented to the Bethlehem Museum by the General Manager of the
SAR, Mr. JGH Loubser, on 30th September 1972.
It was acquired by Sandstone Heritage Trust and moved to Hoekfontein in
April 2008.
Number 544 is the last surviving OVGS locomotive and is a worthy
candidate for preservation.
In May 2016 No: 544 was given a cosmetic restoration by the Sandstone
Steam Team.
It is highly appropriate that this locomotive, ordered during the century
before last, and which spent its working life in the Free State Province has
remained there as a preservation icon. What better provenance can one
have than that?

24 CLASS LOCOMOTIVE
Sandstone's newly acquired 24 Class 3688 has been moved to the
Sandstone shed at Bloemfontein for cleaning, rust removal and
painting. Restoration of the locomotive is not planned for the
immediate future as other projects, particularly the NGG11 Garratt,
must take priority. However, 3688, will be in safe dry storage for the
near future.
Picture by Lukas Nel

No 544 under its new covered display area at Hoekfontein.
The new cab doors clearly visible

Diesel and Rust
SANDSTONE SECURES SPARES
FOR THE DE2 LOCOMOTIVE
Sandstone Heritage Trust has successfully bid for and been awarded the tender
for the large redundant inventory of English Electric (EE) DE2 diesel electric
locomotive spares in Zimbabwe. Sandstone Heritage Trust is the owner of DE2
No: 1207 which was bought from a scrap merchant in Mutare in 1997 after the
locomotive was set aside by National Railways of Zimbabwe (NRZ) in 1995. The
locomotive was transferred by rail to South Africa in May 1998.
The DE2 class were introduced into service in, the then, Rhodesia in 1955 and
were the first main line diesel locomotives employed in Southern Africa. The
locomotive has an English Electric V16 diesel engine and is similar in concept
and design to a British Railways Class 40 unit.

Number 1207 on display at Reefsteamers. Picture by Dave Richardson

Following examination by an ex NRZ technician, 1207 was deemed to be in
reasonable condition although missing a number of brake and electrical parts.
The purchase of the parts inventory from Zimbabwe has prompted Sandstone to
consider restoring 1207 to working order.
After a visit by Sandstone personnel in December 2015 which revealed
availability of the parts in their original form, Sandstone successfully bid for the
items.
“As a pioneering locomotive, the DE2 represents a significant milestone in the
history of the railway locomotive in Southern Africa and is a worthy candidate
for preservation and restoration, we will now assess the inventory with a view to
bringing back 1207 to the rails again” stated Dave Richardson of the Federation
of Heritage Railways of Southern Africa - www.fedrail.co.za
Number 1207 is currently in storage at the Johannesburg depot of Reefsteamers.

Number 1207 at Plumtree in 1973. Picture by John Batwell

THE PORT ELIZABETH TO AVONTUUR RAILWAY
The longest 2ft Narrow Gauge Railway in the
world is the 284.8kms line from Port Elizabeth
to Avontuur. Completed in 1907, it was
supplemented by the 27.4 kms Patensie branch
in 1914. In an arena when rail transport was
king, the slow average speed of the line mattered
not at all.

No 147 shines in Avontuur’s
Eastern Cape sun.

NGG13 No 81 at Patensie.
Compare its condition
with No 147 at Avontuur.
Pictures by Dave Richardson

Throughout its history, it had a passenger
service and general freight operation to match
any railway in the world. In later years, it carried
citrus and other fruit traffic from the Langkloof
to the cooling sheds in Port
Elizabeth for export around the
world. Operated exclusively by
steam until 1973, confidence in the
railway was boosted by the
introduction of the 91 Class diesel
l o c om ot ive s , pr i m ar i ly for
limestone traffic from Loerie to the
PPC plant near Port Elizabeth.
Sadly, this traffic ceased as the
quarry at Loerie was exhausted,
and road transport took over the
fruit traffic as modern handling methods
demanded faster and faster deliveries. Today,
fruit farmers have ± 4 hours to move their
product to Port Elizabeth, something this
unique line could never achieve. The line
rapidly fell into disuse from 2006 and the last
train ran in 2010 as an Apple Express steam
hauled tourist train and the line was closed
This closure of this line has placed the
Sandstone Heritage Trust Narrow Gauge
Railway very much in focus. We are in a position

to rescue the assets, many of which are seriously
threatened. In fact, a number of our key
locomotives originated from this line from
inception, and therefore we feel a strong bond
with the line. Its full repair and return to service,
particularly as a tourist railway, would be first
prize, but if that is not going to happen, then the
Narrow Gauge assets must be given a home and
that is what Sandstone has done.
Today most of the Avontuur line is a scene of
dereliction with overgrown track and
abandoned wagons in scrap condition scattered
over the system. Despite this, on a recent visit to
Avontuur we were pleasantly surprised and
pleased to see a rose amongst the thorns in the
form of NG15 locomotive No 147 plinthed in
the main street. The Avontuur Farmers
Association has taken custodianship of this
locomotive with the prime mover being local
apple farmer, Jimmy Zondagh. Readers will
remember Jimmy from Newsletter 7 as the
owner of the John Deere Model AO orchard
tractor restored by Sandstone.
No 147 has been recently repainted and is in
fairly complete condition and a real show piece
in this small town. We would like to
congratulate Jimmy and his team for their great
efforts in preserving this piece of history from
the longest 2ft Narrow Gauge Railway in the
world. We urge other residents of small towns to
do the same with their often very sad
locomotives. The picture of NGG13 No. 81 at
Patensie underlines the point.
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Narrow Gauge & the Sugar Industry
SEZELA SISTERS 1 & 3
One of our visitors to Stars of Sandstone 2015 was Conrad Klusener,
General Manager at Illovo Sugar. Based at the old Sezela Estates Mill in
Natal, he celebrated 100 years of Sezela with our own locomotive Sezela No
3. Excited about the existence of No 3, Conrad is now working on a project
to recreate some cane wagons for our next Stars event in 2017.

Sister locomotive Sezela No 1 is plinthed outside his office and he sent us
the picture below left, titled “optical Illusion” — readers will see why!
(Below right) Sezela No 1 at work in October 1959.
Picture courtesy of Charlie Lewis

A large percentage of our locomotives have their roots in the Sugar Industry. Our beautiful Decauville from 1889 was saved from a bombed-out
sugar estate in Southern Angola, while Ermyntrude, built in 1925, was rescued from a similar situation in Northern Angola.
One of the main reasons for the new Kiddies Line currently being built is to provide much greater opportunities for these beautiful little locomotives
to operate and to give joy to adults and children alike.

IMPROVEMENTS TO OUR NARROW GAUGE
INFRASTRUCTURE — NEW LAYOUT AT MOOIHOEK
Visitors to Sandstone will know Mooihoek siding which was the original terminus of the railway line,
some 2,5 kms from Hoekfontein, before it was extended to Vailima and around the mountain section.
In recent years this siding has seen very little use but
did allow our shorter trips to seek refuge there and
pass trains coming from Vailima. We have now
constructed a new passing loop at Mooihoek and
lifted the track on the siding which has released
points and rail materials for the new loop.
Operationally, this means that we can operate
additional trains to and from the Vailima section by
passing them at the new loop which is in a scenic
location overlooking Pandora Dam. The original
Mooihoek Siding, being in a cutting, had a very
restricted view for passengers while the train
reversed for its return to Hoekfontein.

Picture by Gert Jubileus and map courtesy
of Google Earth

This will be an ideal spot for visitors, vintage car
owners and ox wagon voorleiers to wave as the trains
go by.
For further information, read our weekly workshop report on these links:
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/pdf/Steam_Report_-_24_May_2016.pdf
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/Railway_Heritage/20160613/13%20june%202016.pdf

Modern Farming
LIVESTOCK REPORT
It's a hard time for cattle in the middle of what is turning out to be a very
cold winter. Imagine waking up with snow on your back? Despite that and
the drought our cattle have kept their condition as can be seen from the
pictures below of our Senepol cross Bonsmara heifers.

CUTTING OATS FOR CATTLE FEED
Because of the large acreage planted our cattle couldn't keep up when it
came to grazing this crop. A percentage was therefore cut to be baled by
us for use later in the winter.

This cross has turned out to be a particularly good combination with these
animals showing great continuity and physical composition. This is largely
due to the fact that we had a very successful Autumn planting of green feed,
in this case Oats. In fact, it rather ran away with itself, so we are currently
cutting and baling some to keep for later. Read more below on this matter.

AT LAST OUR BIG VERMEER
MAIZE BALER GETS TO WORK
Despite the diminutive maize crop in South Africa this year, harvesting
has started and we are able to deploy our big baler. Baling tough maize
stubbles is not for the fainthearted machine. We have long believed that
being in a drought prone country you need to build big fodder reserves
and with maize being the most extensive of crops planted we can bale it
as part of a strategic reserve.
This machine does a superlative job and packs quite a punch with bales
weighing over 500kg each.
Sandstone is planning to plant nearly 2,000 ha of maize this year which
will enable us to build a huge fodder reserve. Next time there is an appeal
for cattle feed we should be able to assist.

Unexpectedly, we had 20mm of rain after cutting and before we could
bale. This is not a setback because, although the hay may have to be left
on the land to be grazed, the overall benefit of the rain in the Eastern Free
State in June is enormous. This includes good wheat planting
conditions, a significantly reduced fire risk, and the possibility of early
Spring grazing, amongst others.
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Military Matters

THE WATERLOO BOY TRACTOR
RESTORATION
How many people have
been for a ride in a
genuine WW2 Sherman Tank?

At Sandstone Estates this is
possible and if you phone Larissa
Clarke on T: 076 0246188 if you
happen to be passing by, she can
arrange it.
It is a unique experience but helps
one appreciate the hazardous
environment in which these tank
crews had to operate. This is
particularly true since it wasn't
really capable of withstanding a
direct hit from a 75mm tank or
the even more formidable 88mm
Gun which wreaked so much
havoc in World War Two.

On 14 September 2016 the SA Armour Museum
turns 20. The old corrugated iron building that
was a hospital just after the Anglo Boer War
(1899-1902) has been declared a National
Monument. The old Garrison Hall building is
used for Museum activities as well as an Armour
related exhibit.

MARMON HERRINGTON
ARMOURED CAR
Andy Selfe is doing a first class job restoring the
WW2 Marmon Herrington (lightly) Armoured
Car! For more information on the restoration of
the Marmon Herrington click here:
http://armouredcarmk4.blogspot.co.za/

REMEMBERING OUR FRIENDS
SA ARMOUR MUSEUM
BLOEMFONTEIN

Read more at www.saarmourmuseum.co.za

On both sides of the road to the School of
Armour Museum and the ISA Tank Regiment
there are tanks and Armoured Vehicles on
display. This includes the Sherman tank
collection, Centurion Tanks showing all the
various configurations, as well as Russian Tanks
and Armoured Vehicles.
The feature of the Museum is the Lesakeng, the
Sotho word for “kraal”, where all the old vehicles
and tanks are kept under cover. Many of the
items in Lesakeng are in running condition.
This includes Ferret Armoured Cars with Rolls
Royce engines, Model 90 and 60mm Eland
Armoured Cars, Bedford Trucks, Gaz 66
Russian vehicles and Mack Recovery vehicles.
The very special collection of T34, T55 and T72
Russian Tanks are all in running condition.
This year, the SA Armour Museum, in
association with the Sandstone Heritage Trust,
won a gold medal together with a trophy for the
excellence of the display. Sandstone's Saracen
Armoured Car and Eland 60 and 90 all formed
part of the exhibition.
This level of cooperation between the South
African Armour Museum and private Heritage
organisers proves what can be achieved between
the government and the private sector.

On 22 October 2016, the SA Armour Museum
will host an Open Day, to which the public are
invited, to go with the celebration of the
Armoured Corps 70th birthday to be held in
Bloemfontein, supported by all the armoured
units. There will be exhibitions of different
military units, food stalls, a drive past of
Museum vehicles, demonstrations at the
obstacle course and more. Currently, members
of the Museum are restoring a Ferret Armoured

car engine back to running condition for display
on a trailer, and this will be followed by a Stuart
(Honey) Tank engine and an Eland Armoured
car engine.
A formal cooperative agreement is in place
between the SA Armour Museum and the
Sandstone Heritage Trust. This has enabled both
parties to work together to achieve a common
objective, and that is to preserve an important
part of South Africa’s unique Military history.

Civil Engineering Plant & Equipment
AVELING BARFORD ROLLER
Our latest acquisition is an Aveling Barford diesel powered road roller.
Its Perkins engine is identical to that used by Massey Ferguson tractors
in the 50's and 60's and is already running perfectly. The wheels can be
filled with water to add ground pressure and the machine comprises
the patented Aveling 'Pressure Balancing device', where a weight under
the engine and gearbox can be shifted back and forth to give equal
pressure on the front and rear rollers for a smooth surface.
While we can steam one of our venerable steam rollers to assist with
our road construction there are often cases where we need to do a job
quickly and the diesel is ideal for the job.
Here is a report on the fast track repair and restoration:
The Aveling Barford Roller as found on a plinth in Vereeniging
Below, the original manufacturer’s plate

As it was received at the workshop and detail images of the work to be done

As we needed to get it running, we knew that it needed a starter but that it
should run. With this in the back of our minds we jumped straight in to see if
we could get the engine to fire. It is fitted with a 3 cylinder Perkins engine
similar to that of a Massey Ferguson 135 tractor with a slightly different water
pump, timing cover and injector pump.
Firstly we needed to find a starter that would fit and turn the engine, our first
thought was a starter from a MF 135, but the engine in the roller is not fitted
with a bellhousing as the case with the MF 135, thus the starter would not fit.
We then looked at a starter from a Buffel and with makeshift spacers it turned
the engine over.
With a test fuel tank fitted and the fuel system bled and free from air we gave it
a go, and it started. The engine runs smoothly and does not look like it has any
internal problems. However we will have to get a new water pump and flush
the radiator and engine to get all the scale out of the engine. All the radiator
hoses are perished and will have to be replaced, once we have the cooling
system functional we will be able to run the engine up to working temperature
to see if it has any hidden problems, but I doubt it.
We noticed that the inspection or top cover for the gearbox was missing all its
bolts as if someone had opened it at some time and not replaced the bolts. We
removed the cover and found the gearbox full of water. Our concern was that
everything in the gearbox would be rusted solid, but we drained the gearbox
and found that all the gears, selectors and bearings moved and turned without
problems. The pictures below show what the gearbox initially looked like.
The main clutch between the engine and gearbox is seized, but it should be a
simple job to strip and clean it after which it should be good as new.
When the mechanical side is done we will sand it down and give it a new paint
job and it will be used as and when needed to assist with repairs to the roads
on the farm. Incidentally the first job the roller will be involved in is
compacting the foundations of our main entrance road as it is due to be paved
in the near future.
— Des Clarke
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Transportation Old & New
LONG DISTANCE
PRIME MOVER ACQUIRED

Our old 2005 Argosy has done excellent work
over the years. Not only has it clocked up
400,000 miles but it has also done short haul
farm work as well. It is not being disposed of; it
is being brought to the farm to work as a
permanent grain harvesting support vehicle.

The big wheels at Sandstone never stop turning
and as a result, the company has purchased a
Freightliner model Argosy 90 Cum 500 NG
(2014). This 550 horsepower unit will be matched
to a new lowbed that is currently being
manufactured by Trailord in Bloemfontein.

Sandstone has a large fleet of equipment,
particularly combine harvesters, and we are now
doing a limited amount of contracting to assist
our neighbours and people who are regional to
us in the Eastern Free State. The Argosy will
form part of that programme.

The truck is an eyecatching bright yellow and has
affectionately been nicknamed Geelmielie (an ear
of yellow corn). The trailer will be the same
colour.
Thabiso, our ever reliable, ever happy, ever smiling
and ever competent long distance driver is seen
here shaking hands with a Freightliner
representative upon delivery. Look out for
Geelmielie on the highways and byways of South
Africa. Preservation and long distance transport
are inextricably interwoven.

Below, Geelmielie’s first load

INTERNATIONAL 1000-MILER TRUCK
This and similar commercials are out and about on Sandstone Open Days, and
it is always a pleasure to have them pose alongside trains or in agricultural
settings.
The truck is an International 3 ton R160, from about 1950, featuring a 6 cyl side
valve engine. This truck is unbelievably original, never having been repainted,
but still looks and functions superbly. It was purchased in the Western Cape,
and driven back to Sandstone. The only hassles were the rather frequent stops
for petrol! Soon after it arrived, it had a new instrument cluster fitted.
At the last Open Day it achieved a minor milestone by clocking up
1000miles on its new odometer! Interestingly, it has 3 petrol tanks,
operated through a change-over tap.
We have information that the 1st owner was Frikkie Smit (Smitsvlei,
Piketberg) for transporting horses and donkeys to agricultural shows. A
dent in the roof and mark on the bonnet were made by one of these
donkeys as it jumped off en route to a show one day. The 2nd owner was
Danie Krige (Elandsvlei, Piketberg), who named it “Ousie”, and it was
used to transport grain. The 3rd owner was Jannie du Toit. Sandstone is
only the 4th owner that this International has had in all these decades.

AN INTERESTING PICTURE
This is an unaltered photograph taken of our Symonds Wagon on its way back
to Sandstone from Professor Erik Holm's facility at Hartebeespoort Dam.
The facility in the back is Pelindaba Atomic Energy Research facility. These
very hills were the battle grounds of many skirmishes and battles during the
Anglo-Boer War. Ox wagons were there but the atomic facility was not!
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Vintage Transport
UPDATE ON THE LEYLAND BUS
Having recently returned from a film shoot in Johannesburg work
continues on the 1967 Leyland Bus which has now received a new rear
panel. Further work is required to replace the missing windows, replace
the seats and get her in to good mechanical order. The work is being
done in our own mechanical workshop by Henry Brown and Janki
Palmer.
Henry, pictured below, is responsible for the mechanical side and has
completed the following:

What is new, what is classic, what is old &
what is vintage?
Although Sandstone Estates was only purchased by the current owners
in 1996 it is extraordinary how soon modern machinery can actually
become classic. We bought our venerable old John Deere 9400 brand
new in 1997 and it is still working. We were amazed to find an example of
one appear on the front cover of an impressive publication which
featured a large variety of classic machinery.

The building of a new diesel tank and battery box
The rebuild of the prop shaft and generator
Cleaning and flushing the radiator and replacing damaged hoses.

A few problems were detected when Henry took it for a test drive. The
second gear did not work (seems to be an air pressure problem with the
semi-automatic box), the brakes needed adjusting and there is a
vibration as the engine and gearbox mountings need replacing. These
items will be attended to next.
Janki Palmer is busy with the panel beating. After starting on the rear of
the bus, he removed all the damaged panels. All the broken support
beams have been replaced and repaired and the new panels refitted. He
is now busy with all the surface dents and once this preparation work is
completed body filler work will be done to get the bus ready for primer.
In the few places where there was rust the metal has been removed and
replaced with new panels. Some fibreglass work on the fender was
required to fix the damaged portions and where reinforcing was
necessary.

In other words, our 9400
already has the label of a
collector's item despite the
fact it is actually part of our
modern machinery fleet.

We have other examples like our 1951 Land Rover still in use and which
has been owned by one of the directors since 1961. Back then it cost a few
hundred Rand and was considered to be very second-hand. Now it is a
treasured classic.

Sandstone has a large collection of Massey Ferguson tractors including
the MF135, 35, 85X (both petrol and paraffin versions), 65 and 95 plus a
couple of the Grey Fergies.
Janki Palmer attending to a number of minor dents. The bus is still in the
livery applied for the recent film shoot. Pictures by Leigh Sanders

An excellent article appeared in the BBC recently – see:
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-36479610.

We shall bring you further updates in the next Newsletter as the
Leyland is slowly reborn. It will be deployed along the line to support
Photographic Safaris at Sandstone Estates.

Having had more than 60-years' experience with Massey Ferguson’s
products we can vouch for the integrity of the range, particularly the
earlier diesels which essentially built the brand.
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The Mightiest of Beasts
1901 FOWLER B5 ROAD LOCOMOTIVE
This Road Locomotive Crane Engine was collected from De
Beers Consolidated Mines in Kimberley as a result of a
collaborative exercise. It has been fully restored and now
operates reliably and demonstrates its immense power to the
delight of our visitors.
Whether it is an original War Department British Military B5 is
not clear but it's certainly identical to a large batch imported and
which saw service during the Anglo Boer War.
The pictures below are originals showing the men and the
machines as well as the enormous loads that they could pull.
They are reputed to be able to pull 80-tons of freight which shows
the colossal power of steam.
Sandstone has a number of Traction Engines in its collection of
which the B5 is the largest.
A traction engine is a self-propelled steam engine used to move
heavy loads on roads, plough ground or to provide power where
required. They are sometimes called road locomotives to
distinguish them from railway locomotives.

The Fowler B5 as it was found.
Our fully rebuilt engine at a Military Parade in 2014

They tend to be large, robust and powerful, but heavy, slow, and
difficult to manoeuvre. Nevertheless, they revolutionized
agriculture and road haulage at a time when the only alternative
prime mover was the horse or the ox.
Introduced around 1850, when the first self-propelled portable
steam engines for agricultural use were developed, they
continued well into the early part of the 20th century, when
competition from the internal combustion engine limited their
use although some continued in commercial use in the United
Kingdom well into the 1950s and later.
Traction engines were cumbersome and ill-suited to crossing soft
or heavy ground, so their agricultural use was usually either "on
the belt" – powering farm machinery by means of a continuous
leather belt driven by the flywheel – or in pairs as “ploughing
engines”, of which Sandstone has two Fowler BB1s, dragging an
implement on a cable from one side of a field to another.

Archive photos of Fowler B5s
taken during the Anglo-Boer War
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Seen around Sandstone
AMERICAN SHOW RACER CLUB OF SOUTH AFRICA
During the weekend of 10 to 12 June 2016, the American Show Racer
Club presented for the second time the Young Pigeon Show at
Sandstone. This year there was a total of 136 young pigeons entered
that makes it the biggest young pigeon show for the American Show
Racer club up till today. Total of eleven exhibitors (fanciers) from all
over the country and even three members from Cape Town who drove
all the way just to come and visit Sandstone and exhibit their pigeons.
In total we were twenty five people staying on the farm for the
weekend.
Winter time in the Eastern Free State is known for the cold weather
and we were not disappointed. The fire place in the “Waenhuis” was
kept burning and that was the place to sit down and enjoy some coffee.

Submitted by
Raymond Hohls:
The trophies,
some of the contestants,
the young Gladiator Lofts cock who won the day
— and a furry fireside guest!

The Saturday morning at nine o'clock we started with the judging of
the pigeons and we were finished just in time at 15:00 to still take a
walk through all the exhibitions on Sandstone. The fanciers could not
believe what they saw when we walked through all the exhibitions,
from the military shed to the steam locomotive shed and the old
tractors. Everyone agreed that the few hours available to visit the
exhibitions were not nearly enough.
The Saturday evening we had the prize
giving function and Gladiator Lofts had
the honour of winning the American
Show Racer Young Pigeon Show for
2016. The management and members of
the club want to thank Sandstone for the
privilege of having the show on the farm.
The facilities and the atmosphere are
absolutely the best place to present such
an event.

NEW SHED COMPLETED FOR
CLASSIC HERITAGE ITEMS
Van der Walt Sweiswerke have completed a new shed. The shed is 150 m
long with 23 bays which will house 2 vehicles each, i.e. Military vehicles,
buses, trucks etc. We are currently sorting out our Heritage inventory so
it has its own separate storage and presentation area. Our modern
machinery will now be separated from classic items, whether they be
restored or unrestored.

Sandstone’s Narrow Gauge Railway is a working one in every
sense. It’s a hardworking farm every day of the year.

The completed shed, and below: our fairly ancient but reliable
CAT 621 Scraper profiling the approaches.

BUILDING A TRADITIONAL CATTLE KRAAL
Sandstone Estates is blessed with a significant amount of old sandstone
block. Most of this was cut from the sandstone outcrop back in the
1800's. This sandstone is used to construct farm buildings, houses and
kraals etc.
This stone which is over 250 million years old has shrugged off any
intervention. For practical purposes this material is reused to provide
new infrastructure. Here is a holding kraal we are building for cattle
which stray across the border from Lesotho.
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Rail Heritage
Major participants in South Africa's Railway Heritage and Tourism
sector have combined forces to initiate the creation of a new railway
heritage industry representative body, and to this end, the Federation of
Heritage Railways of Southern Africa (FEDRAIL SA) has been
established.

MEMBERSHIP
We urge all our readers to join FEDRAIL SA and would like to include
further details of all our members in our membership list and those that are
interested might also like to provide a profile of their Heritage activities to
feature on our website and in our Newsbriefs.
If you belong to a private railway club or operator you might like to use the
opportunity to promote your club. In other words, we would like members
to know what other members do so we can provide an opportunity for
dialogue and cooperation. We would really like to hear from you. By
joining FEDRAIL SA you will have a voice in the future of rail preservation
and rail tourism in Southern Africa.

FEDRAIL SA has been formed in order to link and unify the Railway
Preservation community in Southern Africa. It also seeks to establish ties
with like-minded federations around the world to enhance and promote
their achievements to the broader public and to provide a voice for
Southern African organisations on the local and international stage.
Railway Heritage has the potential to boost tourism revenues, and
FEDRAIL SA seeks to promote Railway Heritage and operating railways
not only as an attractive tourist experience but one that is important and
relevant to future generations. FEDRAIL SA's objective is to serve its
members for the purpose of expanding the sector and supporting the
development of operators, interest groups and railway associations.
FEDRAIL SA will also provide an advisory service to state railway
organisations, operators, interest groups and railway associations. It will
have a media strategy, publish articles and have coordinated gatherings,
where historical railway information is disseminated.

Full details can be found on our website, www.fedrail.co.za where you may
apply for membership on line and view our full manifesto and Newsbriefs
and activities.

Join FEDRAIL and help preserve our Rail Heritage.
Picture by Peter Rogers

AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON PRESERVATION

Reefsteamers’ Annual Winter Steam Photo Shoot
is just around the corner. Space is limited, please book your spot

One of the great advantages of having so many visitors from so many countries is that
we can exchange ideas on how Preservation works in each area of the world.
We received the following thoughts from Warwick Bryce from Australia who was
discussing with us some issues that occur in both countries. He says:
Our club is comprised of 3 main groups:
1) Those who remember steam in its working days they just want to keep the old stuff
going.
2) People keen on preserving heritage machinery for future generations, they want to
keep it in original condition representing some stage in its working history so it
tells a story as well.
3) Mechanically orientated Retirees (the growing area of the club) who seek social
contact and something to keep their hands busy. These are apt to make things
better than new and add modern improvements.
Warwick is talking about people with a very focussed
interest but of course the actual cross-section of
visitors is much broader and this includes people
wanting to show their children what Transportation,
Agriculture etc. looked like before they were born.
People who were too busy to even take note that there
were steam engines working coast to coast when they
were younger and now would like to see them closeup as an afterthought… I am sure there are many
other categories.

Trawling through the archives often conjures more questions
than answers! For example, who created the myth that
only modern tractors are big?

As you read this newsletter it might be quite
interesting to reflect on where your interest lies.
We would love you to share those thoughts with us.
Photo by Diana Sanderson
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Media Matters
SANDSTONE STEAM RAILWAY REPORTS
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/index.php/railway-heritage-58

BENNETT BROOK RAILWAY AUSTRALIA
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20160620/Bennett_Brook_Railway_June_2016_Newsletter.pdf

APPLE EXPRESS NEWS
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20160616/Apple_on_Track_June_2016_Circular_19.pdf

PIETERMARITZBURG MODEL ENGINEER SOCIETY
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20160616/CSME_newsletter_June_2016.pdf

CENTURION SOCIETY OF MODEL ENGINEERS
http://www.sandstone-estates.com/images/stories/sandstone/General/20160616/The_Startup_Engine_Words_2016.pdf

REEFSTEAMERS DEPOT
http://www.reefsteamers.com/css/News/Updates%20and%20Notices%202016.html#news20160618?v=jGGRhXYrO1k

Memories are made of this kind of experience
— a Sandstone Steam Weekend country jaunt

THE LARGEST O GAUGE MODEL RAILWAY
IN THE UK
Although Sandstone may lay claim to the largest private
collection of 2ft Narrow Gauge Railway equipment in the
world, Roy James in the UK has excelled himself with his O
gauge (7mm to 1ft) model railway in the UK. Have a look at
The Daily Mail article via this link:
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3640731/Trainmad-grandfather-72-builds-incredible-3-000-square-foot-modelrailway-garden-shed-girlfriend-won-t-house.html?ito=socialtwitter_dailymailUK

As Liberace said, “too
much of a good thing is
simply wonderful”.

THE “GOUE JARE” OAPs HAD A
JOLLY GOOD TIME
As part of Sandstone's Community Service Programme, we
recently treated some of Ficksburg's Senior Citizens to a train
ride and a coffee morning.
We received the following letter of appreciation:

Thank you for taking the time to take the Elderly of Ficksburg on a
train trip on 08 April 2016. We would also like to thank you for the
coffee and tea served by you. They particularly enjoyed the awesome
view and your staff 's helpfulness, friendliness and Mrs Mole's
personnel greetings. The neatness and good organizing of Sandstone
are impressive.
We hope we'll have the same opportunity for another train trip next
year. Your kindness and generosity are much appreciated.

— Our thanks to Christian Smit for the link as well as the Liberace quote.

— Sincerely, Mrs A van Niekerk, Social Auxilliary Worker

UPCOMING STEAM WEEKENDS 2016
Women's Day Weekend Saturday, 6 August
Heritage Day Weekend Saturday, 6 August
Cherry Festival Week
17 - 19 November

Contact Larissa on +27(0)76 024 6188 / lclarke@sandstone.co.za
or Alina on +27(0)51 933 2235 / alinah@sandstone.co.za
or Leigh on +27(0)79 327 7649 / leighs@sandstone.co.za
Please be aware we add people to our newsletter list as a matter of course .
You are free to unsubscribe at any time.

From all of us at Sandstone — THAT’S ALL FOR THIS ISSUE!
THE SANDSTONE TEAM Curator, Sandstone Heritage Trust: Gert Jubileus
gertj@sandstone.co.za
Farm Affairs: Leigh Sanders
leighs@sandstone.co.za
Event Matters & Dave Richardson
Newsletter Editor: daver@sandstone.co.za
International Enquiries: Louise Norton
tourism@sandstone.co.za
Newsletter Production: Claire at Eschie Graffix

www.sandstone-estates.com

Please click on the logo to visit the
Sandstone Heritage Trust website
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