Newsletter no: I

30 th March - 8 th April 2017

Stars of Sandstone 2017
Welcome to our first newsletter for our
next event, Stars of Sandstone 2017. We
hope that all of you who attended Stars
of Sandstone 2015 enjoyed the event as
much as we did hosting you. Over 3000
people attended, more than 2000 of
them on our Public Day. Our next event
promises to be bigger and better with
many new attractions. As you will read
later in the Newsletter, we have dedicated
much of this edition to the highlights of
2015 as well as proposed developments
for a more spectacular event in 2017.

The Cosmos was in full bloom for Stars 2015. Picture by Hannes Paling.

Why 2017 and not 2016?
There are a number of reasons for
this. Firstly, we are trying to attract
more overseas tour groups and they
need a minimum of 18-months’ notice
to publicise the event and put
together tours.
Every year we find that we do not give
them enough warning so that is why we
are casting our line much further out into
the organised international tour market.
Secondly, because we do not have
sufficient hospitality infrastructure and
therefore need to improve our facilities.
Thirdly, we need to encourage more

volunteers to assist us and to train more
of our staff.
The
SA
Armour
Museum
from
Bloemfontein assists us hugely with the
Military demonstrations and without
them we could not put on these
demonstrations. However, for budgetary
reasons they also cannot necessarily put
together the type of programme they
would like on an annual basis.
In terms of railway infrastructure we
have a number of surprises for even the
most longstanding of our supporters and
visitors. We will keep these as a surprise.

Early morning steam with the NG4.
Picture by Paul Stratford.
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Why 2017 and not 2016? - Continued
The dates for Stars of Sandstone 2017
are Thursday, 30th March to Friday,
7th April 2017.
Saturday, 8th April 2017 will be our Public
Day but it will be detached from the main
event, meaning there will not be any
contradiction between people booking
for the whole event and people attending
the Public Day. That will be entirely
separate. People wishing to stay for the
Public Day can be accommodated.
In addition we will have our staff
recreational day on Sunday, 9th April
2017. We have done this for a number of
years now but very few guests have seen
well-dressed African people expressing
their exuberance in the way that only they
can do.

Accommodation
options for Stars
of Sandstone 2017.
1) Local hotels and B&B’s.
We are making a special
arrangement with the
Fouriesburg Country Inn
to book the entire facility.
You may want to put your
name down now.

Our staff train ready for departure. Picture by Wilfred Mole.

Preferred bookings
The Stars of Sandstone event, which
has been running for some years now,
has attracted a growing number of
Heritage enthusiasts.
What is encouraging is the number of
repeat visitors. Many of these individuals
and couples have been coming to us way
before we commenced the Stars series
of events.
We are going to open bookings for Stars
2017 in January 2016. In other words from
that point on you can book officially, pay
a deposit, and receive confirmation. For
those people who would like to be given

preferred booking status please e-mail
us. Every indication is we will end up
in a situation where we do not have the
capacity to handle all the people who
wish to come. We are talking about the
main event and the public day. People
who would like to indicate their desire
to come and who would like preferred
booking status should e-mail Babita Hira
at babitan@sandstone.co.za. You will
then go onto a list and you will receive
prior notification that the booking system
is open. This will take place before
April 2016.

www.fouriesburgcountryinn.co.za

2) On site camping
3) A small number of select onsite accommodation units.
4) Our Main Line coaches which
are being upgraded .

Was this picture taken 100-years ago? No, it was taken in April 2015 as Sandstone’s Oxen pass Gert Beukes’
Nguni span on the airfield road. Picture by Dave Daley.
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Improving our logistics and calling on all volunteers.
We will be concentrating from now on to
establish select groups of professionals to
assist us in the areas of:

b) 2-ft
Narrow
Gauge
Railway.
Locomotive firing and driving, Train
managers and Train Controllers.

a) Traction Engines Road locomotives
and Steam Rollers.

c) Vintage tractors. Once again Chris
Wilson will be looking to recruit a
strong team of tractor drivers and this
part of the event will be expanded to
involve much greater diversity of tractor
utilisation, i.e. field work etc. We will
hope to expand this to threshing and
traditional farming methods. We will do
our best to plant a cereal crop which
will ripen to coincide with the event
so people can see how crops were
harvested mechanically 100-years ago.

These machines are always underutilised
so we will be looking to recruit a very
strong team of visitors wishing to
participate in operating our B5 road
locomotive, our Marshall Colonial, our
McLaren Road tractor, our two steam
rollers, and hopefully as many as possible
of our Steam Portables.

d) Stationary engines. This will be a
first. We have a very large collection
but they are never seen. We would
like a stationary engine display to be
managed throughout the event. Again,
we are calling for volunteers here.

The Fowler Roller pauses between duties.
Picture by Jean Dulez

e) Earth Moving. We are currently in
discussion with an experienced Civil
Engineering contractor to manage an
earth moving programme where roads
and dams will actually be built during
the event using old earth moving
machinery which is 50-years old
or older.

h) Classic vehicles. Whilst many vehicles
in our collection were seen in action this
year we are embarking on a programme
of service and renovation to ensure that
as many workable examples will be
seen in 2017. The Ford Model A Club
came down with a few cars in 2015 and
it made a huge impact. We encourage
more Classic Car members to come
down. This doesn’t meant that the
entire club has to come down, although
they are welcome, just a few members
representing each marque can make
a huge difference to the quality of
the show and to the diversity of the
photographic experiences that many
people come to take advantage of.
I) Modern Farming. We had a number
of visitors wishing to view the modern
farming aspect of Sandstone and
whilst we were able to accommodate
them we will be placing more emphasis
in this area in 2017.
j) Birding. The full potential of our birding
opportunities were not realised as our
resident expert was unable to attend at
the last minute. This is another aspect
for greater emphasis in our overall
strategy for 2017.

Improving the brand.
We have received numerous letters from
guests with a great deal of constructive
suggestion to improve our offering for the
next Stars event. Sandstone has spent
four years building the Stars brand over
three events and we value every comment,
however insignificant it may seem in the
overall structure of the event. We are
factoring in all these suggestions as well
as working on the logistical development
mentioned above. We plan to make the
Stars of Sandstone the premier heritage
festival of its type in the world.

Aviation
Stars of Sandstone has always fielded a
great display of aircraft and this year was
no exception. Two Tiger Moths flew in as
well as two Chipmunks and a Sandstone
favourite, the Harvard. Flips were offered
in the Chipmunk and the Harvard and

these aircraft seemed to be permanently
airborne, just touching down to refuel. One
UK visitor took 8 flips in the Harvard alone!
As he said, “the cost of a good night out at
a restaurant in London”.
Two Tiger Moths in the sunset.
If this is your picture, please let us know.
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Highlights of Stars of Sandstone 2015
We have received numerous photographs
from many different contributors which we
are compiling into a video CD. Our thanks
to all who have submitted photographs
but if you would still like to contribute
please contact Dave Richardson on
E. daver@sandstone.co.za
High resolution submissions are
particularly welcome.

To view our website gallery of 2015,
click here.

We were also visited by a film crew from
a German television station headed by
Wolfgang Schumacher. They produce
rail related productions for the European
market and spent 6 days filming with
us, not only at Sandstone, but also at
our Bloemfontein restoration facility.
The production will only be completed
towards the end of 2015 but Wolfgang

YouTube - Stars of Sandstone 2015 Vintage Tanks & Military Vehicles

will be making copies of the programme
available to us.
We also welcome video contributions.
This year we were privileged to be visited
by the SABC TV3 “Espresso” breakfast
programme who filmed two inserts that
were aired on TV3 on Thursday April 9th. You
can catch up with these on You Tube at the
following links.

YouTube - Stars Of Sandstone 2015
- Vintage Steam Trains

SA Armour Museum
The 2015 event would not have been
possible without the active participation
of the SA Armour Museum and their
dedication to making Stars 2015 an
exciting experience. They brought no
less than 5 tanks plus a Rooikat AFV as
well as a many other vehicles whilst the
SA School of Artillery from Potchefstroom
brought their beautifully restored Canadian
Chev Quad Gun Tractor, Limber and
25-pounder. This impressive display was
joined by Sandstone’s own collection.
Each morning at 10h30 the military convoy

departed for a round tour of Sandstone
and at 14h00 the Sound of Thunder
reverberated throughout the countryside
as the mighty fighting machines were put
through their paces.
Joined by visitor Eugene Couzyn’s
ex French Army Gazelle and Alouette
helicopters the military presence was
spectacular. The closing ceremony was
the parade of all the Military vehicles and
Sandstone’s two military trains and taking
of the salute by Brigadier Andre Retief.

All aboard the Sherman.
Picture by Kim Winter

“South Africa’s Armoured Heritage” An exciting new video from Sandstone!
For many years we have produced videos
that cover everything that the Sandstone
Heritage Trust does and stands for.
However, as a result of the outstanding
relationship we have with the Armour
Museum in Bloemfontein our Military
vehicle collection has grown. In addition,
at our annual event, the Armour Museum
makes a huge contribution by bringing
many of their top of the range exhibits,
particularly their main battle tanks.
To celebrate this ongoing cooperation,
a video has been produced of the
highest quality which covers in detail the
background of this great relationship and
our joint achievements together with our
future plans.
“Because so much that we come
into contact with in life is perishable

it is reassuring to know that this
Military hardware will survive for future
generations to both appreciate and
understand.
Warfare has changed immeasurably the days when men went physically to
confront the enemy, either on foot or
supported by heavy armour, are all but
over. The digital age will accelerate the
obsolescence of traditional machines
of war. It is perhaps for that reason that
the preservation of South Africa’s Military
History by the Armour Museum and the
Sandstone Heritage Trust will take on a
new significance because it doesn’t just
record the obsolescence of the machines
themselves but recognises that it is also
the end of an era.” Wilfred E Mole.

available on DVD and Blu-ray format, it’s
a must for your collection!
Copies are available from
Babita Hira in South Africa
(E: babitan@sandstone.co.za) and
Joanne West in the UK
(E: joannewest@btinternet.com)

Don’t miss this exciting new production
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Missing Link

New Russian Armoured Fighting Vehicles Revealed.

Sandstone’s
Military
Vehicle
collection focuses particularly on
the vehicles in which South African
soldiers over the years fought and
sometimes paid the ultimate price
in. There has long been a gap in
this range with a particularly South
African flavour, the Made-in-Durban
Marmon Herrington Armoured Car.
One or two examples will be in the
Collection by the 2017 event. See
below for more details.

Jane’s have published the first pictures
and report of Russia’s new generation of
AFV’s as revealed on the 9th May Victory
Day parade in Moscow.
Click here for the article which makes
interesting reading.

Tractors and agricultural machinery

Classic Vehicles

Chris Wilson and his team managed
the tractor fleet with gusto and were to
be seen all around the event as well as
providing a useful shuttle service around
the site for those visitors whose feet
were complaining. For 2017 Chris will be
back and we will field even more of these
beautiful machines.

Tom Kirkland and our own
workshop team worked their
magic to have a number of our
collection on working display while
many of the non-running vehicles
were displayed next to the railway
triangle.
Chris Wilson escorts the Mountain Wanderer back to
Hoekfontein. Picture by Gary Barnes.

Traction Engines
After initial worries that we had too few
crews the turn out for our road steam
exhibits was impressive. Shawn Spaan
managed to put up to 6 machines at a
time in steam. Interestingly many of our
rail crews, particularly from Australia had
experience in this area and were able to
switch easily from rail to road.
Special thanks must go to Paul Kemp
and Dave Rollins, both railwaymen,
who did a sterling job in keeping
the airport road rolled to perfection.
In 2017 we are making a concerted
effort for more crews to increase
the number of road steam vehicles
in action.

Tom Kirkland on fire patrol with our 1927
Chevrolet Fire Engine.
Picture by Cliff Ferns.

Shawn Spaan gives the McLaren a run.
Picture by Gary Barnes.
Part of the classic vehicle display at
Hoekfontein.
Picture by Rod Hering.

Earthmoving
Again it was a railwayman from Australia,
Graham Black, who graded the entrance
road and the airport road with our vintage
CAT grader, ably assisted by Thabiso who
moved tons of fill in his elderly Mercedes
tipper truck. Our Ruston Bucyrus shovel
was also hard at work moving soil with
our Foden tipper.
The Ruston Bucyrus at work flanked by our 1940’s
Foden tipper and 1953 International bulldozer.

Cooling down and watching the trains with
Sandstone’s 1950 Ford F100.

Picture by Rudi Pretorius.

Picture by Rod Hering.
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The Model A Twins.
Many of you will have noticed the two
beautiful Model ‘A’ Fords that were
seemingly everywhere during the event.
Mike and Lindy Leisegang sent us this
report of their adventures.
“Two Model ‘A’s went to Stars of
Sandstone 2015 – one (a ’28 ‘A’ Sport
Coupe) driven by Julian and Wendy Wills,
and the other (a ’30 ‘A’ Sport Coupe) by
Mike and Lindy Leisegang. With these cars
being vintages (that is, up to and including
1930), they were allowed freedom to drive
around and “look the part” wherever the
opportunity arose. Great fun was had
by the two families in devising the most
ingenious ways to create amazing photo
opportunities – from nestling in massive
fields of cosmos, to hiding in fields of
sunflowers, posing alongside steam
contraptions of various shapes and
sizes, and participating in many photo
shoots organised by the vast number
of professional photographers. Lindy
Leisegang had a brainwave of posing the
two cars next to the static display of old
tractors and wind-pump at the entrance
to the Estate, and this proved to be a
show-stopper, when several modern cars
stopped in the middle of the farm road
to join in the photo session. The session
where the two cars posed in the field of
cosmos also proved to cause a traffic jam
as people leapt from their cars to enjoy
the opportunity of getting some really
good pictures. One real highlight was
the plotting of a picnic at the Mooihoek
point on the railway line, where the cars
were arranged with a picnic blanket in
between them, and the train chugging
past to the delight of the passengers.
The passengers on the various trains
had absolutely no idea where the two
cars would pop up next, but whenever
they did, they provided the perfect prop
to some very period scenes. As the team
of photographers slowly cottoned on to
these two cars, so the bright ideas came
up for various photo shoots. We were
required to pose on the airfield as the

Harvard roared very low overhead, drive
next to the railway line as the train came
past, and even pose in fields of ‘A’ bales
in the late afternoon sun.
A German television crew rode with us in
one of the cars, and then interviewed us at
the Vailima steam engine watering point.
As had become tradition during the ‘A’
trips to this venue, we broke out a picnic
of wine and snacks, much to the delight
of the train passengers looking on at the
water stop. The German TV clip showing
these old cars and the trains will be aired
later in 2015.On Easter Sunday, the ‘A’s
discovered an old disused house on the
farm, which provided an excellent setting
for some great photos. Lindy Leisegang
expressed an interest in an old Ferguson
35 tractor, similar to what she learned to
drive on at the age of 9 years old. What a
complete surprise when Chris the tractor
man called her over to a nearby field and
told her that her tractor was ready to ride!
A truly noble gesture that I am sure she
will remember for a long time, as she
drove her little tractor down the field and
back, tears streaming down her cheeks!
Thanks to Chris and his team for going

out of their way to make her stay all that
more enjoyable.
In all, a lot of fun was had by all, and a
marvellous long weekend away from
the rat race! The worst part of the entire
weekend was the fact that we had to turn
around and drive back to Johannesburg.
What wonderful memories we took back
with us, and the hopes of being able to
participate in the next Stars of Sandstone.
To you Wilfred, your family, and your
dedicated and hard-working team, thank
you so much for an immensely enjoyable
couple of days at Stars of Sandstone
2015! See you at the next one!”
Mike and Lindy Leisegang

The Model A’s in the sunflowers.
Picture by Jean Dulez

The Model A and two Stars of Sandstone. Picture by Willie Bodenstein

100 Years of Ford.
Coinciding with Stars 2015 was the
100th birthday of one of Sandstone’s
Model T vehicles and a new addition to
the Sandstone fleet, a 2015 Ford Ranger.
With the assistance of the Early Ford Club
this impressive array of Ford vehicles
through the ages was assembled.
We would like to thank the guys from
the Old Ford Club in Cape Town for their
assistance in putting this together.

From 1915 to 2015, 100 years of Ford.
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2ft Narrow Gauge Railway
Our railway system worked at full stretch
during the event and 101 trains were
run in total including 4 photographic
trains and a number of special freights
demonstrating the variety of consists
Sandstone has to offer. By 2017 we hope
to expand our freight capabilities with the
acquisition of a number of new types of
wagons not currently in our collection. On
our Public Day we ran 24 trains in just 6
hours but we shall be adding to our coach
fleet with a number of further conversions
from freight wagons and new builds of
existing coaches. Visitors also enjoyed a
day trip to our Bloemfontein restoration
facility hosted by Lukas Nel.
Our highlight of the event was the launch
in to service of our newly restored O&K
locomotive No: 12691, built in 1936,
resplendent in its New Machavie Gold
Mining Company livery. It was named
“Montana” at a ceremony in Hoekfontein
Station. Montana is Wilfred and Lyndie
Mole’s granddaughter. The O&K was
displayed with a restored ore hopper
from the same mine.

Another highlight for 2015 was our
community train run on the last Sunday
of the event for our staff and their families.
The energy and enthusiasm showed by our
staff who sang and danced their way to
Vailima and back again was a joy to behold.
Click here to view a short video on
our website.
In 2017 the highlight for railway
operations will be the launch in to service
of our Class NGG11 Garratt No: 52. This
locomotive is the oldest surviving Garratt
locomotive in South Africa and indeed
the southern hemisphere, entering traffic
in 1920.
A full story can be found on our website,
click to follow the link.
Also new to the rail system will be two
further O&K locomotives, No’s 12140 and
11112, rescued from an Angolan sugar mill
in 2003, which are under restoration with
No: 52 at Sandstone’s Bloemfontein facility.

O&K 12691 “Montana” resplendent with ribbons
and bows.
Pictures by Wilfred Mole

Class NGG11 No: 52 some recent history

This rare picture of No:52 in service is from Leith Paxton.

NGG11 No: 52 dumped at SANRASM.
Picture by Sandstone Heritage Trust.

No: 52 well into her restoration at Bloemfontein.

The Pyle headlamp has been acquired from Leith for No: 52.

Picture by Keith Johnstone.
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Clothing Donations
Among the joys of the Stars of Sandstone
events are the clothing donations by our
guests. This year was no exception and
we made a great deal of needy people
extremely happy. Our thanks to all those
of you who contributed.

What our visitors had to say.
We have received hundreds of mails
thanking us for a wonderful event but
space precludes us from printing them
all. Here is a small selection from the
many received.
I would like to commend and thank
you, your staff and all the volunteers for
hosting my parents, my girlfriend and
I at the Stars open day on Saturday.
it was a very memorable occasion for
us to visit again and amazing to just
sit on the lawn after a walk around
and a train ride and just soak in
the atmosphere. In true Sandstone
fashion, action was to be seen in
every direction we looked. The
estate is looking absolutely superb
as always and really glad we made
the trip.
Well done and we hope to visit again
next year, perhaps by then I’ll be able
to spend more time to experience
this remarkable event .
Kind Regards,
Pat Ackerman

We would just like to say a big Thank
You for a wonderful Stars of Sandstone
2015. Everything was so well organised
from the train rides to the photo shoots
to the army displays to the catering.
What a wonderful time we had and it
was as always lovely to meet up with old
friends and make new acquaintances.
Our grandchildren had the time of their
lives and it was lovely to see them go
to bed each evening exhausted from
the fun they had after the events of the
day and not because the batteries had
gone flat on the PSP’s. It was lovely
to hear our one grandchild say as we
were driving through the gates on
our way home “I’m going to miss you
Sandstone”.
Keith and Liz Stevens

Thanks for the kind personal e-mail.
We were really wowed by the event,
especially as we grew up in the area
and got married there 8 April 1972, so
we did a package visit to celebrate all
the events.
I took with me 3 couples from Durban
and they were immensely impressed
with the event. I even met an ex
colleague of mine dating back to 1985
who was a marshal and we had a ball!
It was very very special.
Schalk De Beer

Our sincere thanks for the warm
welcome we received at Sandstone
and thank you too for your kindness
and generosity in sharing the
wonderful estate with us all.
We both enjoyed our 2 days on
the estate tremendously and will
hopefully be able to return again
next year.
Kind Regards
Sydney & Debbie Pienaar

We would like to thank you for
the wonderful experience we had
at Sandstone Estates, we had a
fantastic time, we will definitely be
back (with lots of friends) should you
decide to host the event in the future.
Yours Sincerely
Brett, Niall, John and Allison Darling
and Roy Furnell

Thank you so much for a totally
unforgettable experience - we have
a list of our family members and
friends who have already assured
us they will be joining us at the Stars
of Sandstone next year. It was a
wonderful experience for our sons
and for us and we got to let the boys
experience a part of life that they
have only read about in stories. Every
part of the event was well organised
and totally enjoyable. Please relay
our thanks to everyone involved in
ensuring the success of the event.
We will definitely be joining you next
year, so please keep us up to date
as soon as the dates have been
finalised.
Thanks once again for an incredible
experience!
Daniela Brits

We enjoyed the day tremendously.
For our grandson the train ride
and the military excursions will be
unforgettable. I just wish that this could
be an annual event for generations to
follow.
Thank you for making it a memorable
day. So much of history is lost these
days. Very sad. Please keep it going.
Theuns de Bruyn

We enjoyed our three days
immensely.
There will always be ways of
improving things, but we can’t think
of any.
Best wishes
Alan and Denise Middleditch
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Media

2015

We enjoyed extensive pre-event coverage which added to the success and attendance of Stars of Sandstone 2015. Since the event
we have received coverage in Karoospace courtesy of Chris Marais and Julienne Du Toit who attended the event. They will also be
compiling a feature in Country Life magazine later this year.

Karoospace - Locomotive Love
Why We Adore Steam Trains

Vintage and Veteran Club
MAYMay
NEWSLETTER
Edition

Old Glory

Stars of Sandstone 2015 featured
heavily in the UK press.

Narrow Gauge World

Affiliated to SAVVA
e-mail: editor@vvc.co.za
website: www.vintageandveteranclub.co.za
mail: P.O. Box 651901, Benmore, 2010
clubhouse: 3 Athol Oaklands Road, Oaklands, Johannesburg

Restoration News

Sandstone’s good friend, Andy Selfe,
also wrote a piece for his blog on
visiting Stars 2015.

Click here to view the article
Andy is currently restoring a Marmon
Harrington Armoured Car dating
back to the Second World War for
Sandstone at his business premises in
Grabouw. See article below.

The Marmon-Herrington MKIV Armoured Car.
Recent visitors to the Stars of Sandstone
2015 event will have seen the MarmonHerrington MKIV Armoured Car mounted
on a 2ft narrow gauge flat car in the
military parade. This example was
obtained by Sandstone as part of the
late Boet Percival Collection. A second
MKIV was obtained some time ago in
conjunction with the SA Armour Museum.
The Marmon-Herrington was developed
in South Africa in 1938 and based on a
Ford 3 ton truck chassis with some Ford
Canada components. The MK1 was two
wheel drive but subsequent models were
fitted with the Marmon-Herrington four
wheel drive train. The armour plate was
provided by Iscor and assembly was
done at Dorman Long. Weaponry was of
UK or USA origin. The last development
was the MKIV and MKIVF although the
F was devoid of any Marmon-Herrington

components and cannot really be
classified as a Marmon-Herrington.
5746 were produced of which 4500 were
used by the South African Army. Others
were used by the British, Dutch, Belgian,
Polish, Free French and Greek armies
during World War 2. In fact the Greek armed
forces used them up until the late 90’s.
Sandstone’s two MKIV’s have now
been sent to Andy Selfe in Grabouw for
restoration where one will be restored to
running order and the other as a static
exhibit. Andy’s pictures show them on
arrival in Grabouw.
Andy will be keeping us updated on the
restoration progress in future Newsletters
via his blog spot.
Click here to read the first of
many instalments
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Sandstone’s Trojan Grader returns home
As part of the logistics to move the MarmonHerrington armoured cars to Andy Selfe
(see article above), the Sandstone low bed
was able to bring back the Trojan Grader
(based on an International tractor) from
the Western Cape.
This was one of the last restorations by
the late Jannie Du Toit which is now part
of the Sandstone collection. The second
part of the load was an International
thresher donated to Sandstone by Andy
Selfe and Philip Gray-Taylor. The owners
felt that it would have a much better
home at Sandstone. On its arrival it will
be assessed for restoration. Sandstone

wishes to express its grateful thanks
to Andy and Philip for this generous
donation.

You can watch the video clips of its
departure from the Western Cape on
You Tube by clicking on the links below.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EBEHIP0gztA&feature=em-upload_owner

The Trojan
a Farmall M.

Grader

converted

from

Picture by Sandstone Heritage Trust

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=feMH4j6xfbI&feature=em-upload_owner

Volunteers for Locomotive Maintenance.
Throughout the world of railway
preservation there is one common
denominator that keeps the wheels
turning: the volunteer. Without these
essential people there would be very few
steam locomotives operating in the world,
especially those that have been brought
back from dereliction. Some preservation
groups are more fortunate than others in
having a good base of volunteers while
other groups battle against all odds. In
South Africa the preservation movement
is relatively small given the geographical
area of the country and volunteers are
hard to find.

Sandstone Heritage Trust is actively
looking for volunteers who can give some
of their time to assist us with ongoing
locomotive maintenance at our facility in
the Eastern Free State. We are looking
for able bodied people who will be able
to spend time with us on a maintenance
programme being drawn up for our 22
operational locomotives. The locomotives
vary from our large Garratt locos to our
smaller ex industrial examples. We have
the tools and equipment to achieve our
objectives and a reasonable time frame.
Our next major event being in 2017.

You may be a retired person from the
railway industry or just someone with an
interest in steam locomotives and their
preservation with time on your hands. If
you would like to be part of the largest
preservation organisation in South Africa
and one of the largest in the world, we
would like to hear from you.
Please contact Dave Richardson on
E. daver@sandstone.co.za or
C. 082 447 9167.

NGG16 Garratts. Picture by Aidan McCarthy.
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The Railway Safety Regulator.
As many visitors know, the Sandstone rail
system falls under the national Railway
Safety Regulator (RSR) of South Africa
where we comply with many rules and
regulations, particularly in relation to
safety. We have an exemplary record
with the RSR but it was still heartening
to receive the following from Dr.
Cornel Malan endorsing our ongoing
commitment to rail safety.

Good morning
Thank you for the response and
covering letter. We will adjust our
records as per your explanation,
much appreciated.
We also wish to extend our
appreciation for your effort of
ensuring TETA assessments, it is
illustrative of commitment to safety.
Kind regards
Dr Cornel Malan
HEAD OF RESEARCH

Assistance
required.
We received the following mail
from Ms Ferreira at Pratley Ltd in
Krugersdorp, near Johannesburg.
Subject: Restoration
Good morning
We have several vintage industrial
machines in a storeroom.
We want to have them restored.
Do you know of any experienced
retired person who would be
interested in this job?
Ms Ferreira
(Krugersdorp)

Could any of our readers assist in
this regard? Please make contact
with Dave Richardson, daver@
sandstone.co.za who will pass on
the details to the company.

Garratt Restoration in Australia
With the launch of NGG11 No: 52 at Stars
2017 you may be interested to see what
is probably the biggest single restoration
of a locomotive undertaken in Australia.
Terry Boardman, one of our recent guests
sent us these links.

Because of the interest in Garratts at
Stars of Sandstone 2015 I thought you
might like to have a look through the
following.
Hope you enjoy
Terry

The Old Kraal
at Grootdraai.
At the eastern end of the
Sandstone
rail
system
is
Grootdraai where this historically
significant old kraal lies. We are
looking for information on its
origins. Should you have any
knowledge of this type of structure
or archaeological history of the
Eastern Free State, we would love
to hear from you.
Please contact Dave Richardson on
E. daver@sandstone.co.za

AD6029 - WIKIPEDIA

Youtube: 6029 Yard Trials

New South Wales AD60
class locomotive

Youtube: Garratt 6029 - trial run Goulburn to Canberra
- August 2014.

The Mountain Wanderer negotiates the
balloon at Grootdraai.
Picture by Jean Dulez.
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Stars of Sandstone 2017
We shall be updating all developments
and upgrades for the 2017 event in our
future newsletters. In the meantime, to
whet your appetite for Stars of Sandstone
2017, here is a short photo gallery from
the 2015 event.
A beautiful French lady, the Gazelle
Picture by Hannes Palling

Sandstone’s oxen are gearing up for 2017

NGG13 No 49 in the Cosmos

A Model A Ford rests in the Cosmos

Picture by Aidan McCarthy

Picture by Aidan McCarthy

Picture by Lindy Liesegang

Earth moving in the style of times gone

Easter Egg Special

Heavy armour action

Picture by Rudi Pretorius

Picture by Dave Richardson

Picture by Rudi Pretorius

Hitching a ride

Sandstone’s community train, ready for the off

Two of each. Tiger Moths and Chipmunks

Picture by Johan Jacobs

Picture by Wilfred Mole

Picture by Johan Stephens

Lunch time

Anyone for a ride?

Doubleheaded Garratts and Model A Fords

Picture by Dave Richardson

Picture by Dave Richardson

Picture by Hannes Palling

Click Here to visit
our website
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