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When working with the arable team in the Eastern Free State,
we are always reminded of the magnificent topography with
which we are blessed. The three-million-year-old Sandstone
sedimentary outcrops are a reminder of the timelessness of
nature.

concerned, it is but a blink of an eye and is, for all practical
purposes, irrelevant. Visitors to Stars 2019 will marvel at the
clear light, the magnificent outlines of the sandstone outcrops
and foothills of the mighty Maluti Mountains towering above us
in the neighbouring country of Lesotho. This topographical
combination provides an exceptional opportunity for
photographers to take good pictures of Heritage items, but
almost always with a background that is very hard to emulate
elsewhere.
However, if you do not even bother to bring your camera, just sit
quietly and soak up the beauty of the landscape. Extensive
Cosmos planting starts next week and we are hoping to get the
timing right as we normally do.

While we stress about droughts and irregular weather
patterns, we must appreciate that as far as nature is

Happy New Year to all our readers, and we hope you enjoy
reading this issue!

A lot has happened at Sandstone Estates since our last
newsletter. We have had welcome rain! It was touch and go,
but after we completed harvesting our wheat, we received
sufficient rain to significantly improve the prospects of our
summer plantings which had been successfully established in
rather dry conditions. Due to its shorter growing period, we
still have an opportunity to plant sunflowers and that we are
doing at the moment.

The Combine Harvesters have moved on
but the landscape remains unmoved

Wild Springbok roaming free at Sandstone Estates
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S TA R S O F S A N D S T O N E
2019 — JUST THREE
MONTHS TO GO!
We are currently working on the detailed
planning for Stars 2019. A preliminary
programme is already on our website. See
here: https://bit.ly/2D3v64w
Obviously, we reserve the right to improve it
as time goes by. Some of the older members of
the collection need special encouragement to
get moving.

Our very special 117 year-old Fowler B5 Crane engine, a veteran of
the Anglo Boer War. The Fowler will be pulling huge loads after some
mechanical TLC by Henk and Lucas over the holidays. Photo: David Benn

Our railway timetable is also under
construction and is a very complex exercise to
fit in all our locomotives and rolling stock in a
short period of time. This will be featured in
our next Newsletter.
The magic of Drones
For those who have been to Sandstone Estates
before and who are familiar with our facilities,
they will see quite a difference when they visit
us in April 2019.
The most prominent of these is the traditional
Victorian style railway cottages which we
have built. These are modelled on a specific
design that was used commonly back in the
1800s, and in fact our specification developed
as a result of visiting some similar cottages at
Bot Rivier Station in the Western Cape.
We think they fit the bill perfectly.
The drone pictures catch both the light and the
topography referred to on the previous page.
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B O O K I N G S F O R S TA R S O F S A N D S T O N E 2 0 1 9
SOUTH AFRICAN RESIDENTS
Bookings can be done via the Stars of
Sandstone website https://bit.ly/2rj6ocu
Full information will then be sent to you to
confirm your booking. Full payment is required
on receipt of invoice.
Visitors to Stars 2019 are welcome to bring a
genuine classic or vintage vehicle which will
allow them to follow the trains on the farm
roads. For any enquiries, please contact Dave
Richardson directly on daver@sandstone.co.za

A C C O M M O D AT I O N
D AY
VISITORS
There is a misconception that visitors to Stars of Sandstone must spend many
days with us, or may only attend on the Open Days at the end of the event. We
realise that times are tight and would like to reassure prospective visitors that
DayTickets will be available throughout the event and not only for the Public
Days. So, if you are on a smaller budget, you can still enjoy the experience of
Stars of Sandstone 2019.
To clarify: the Public Days at the end of the event on the weekend of 13 and 14
April are priced at a lower rate to allow the local community to come and enjoy
themselves. The attendance on that weekend has always been greater than in
the preceding week, but all the attractions will be available for visitors to enjoy.
For those on limited budgets, our camp site is open throughout the event at only
R340 per stand per night. Each stand has an electric point by means of a prepaid card that can be purchased at the Sandstone Office.
The Stars of Sandstone is designed to suit everyone's pocket and budget.
Gates will be open daily from 05h30 for the photographers participating in the
exclusive early morning photo sessions, and from 08h30 for other visitors.
Blue Train passengers will be able to catch an old fashioned train ride directly
from where the Blue Train is parked at Vailima Siding.

This is always at a premium during Stars events
and you are advised to secure your place to stay
as soon as possible. Camping is available on
site, but for those of you who prefer a guest
house, please use the following link which
features over 270 guest houses in the
surrounding area: https://bit.ly/2JgQyUZ

I N T E R N AT I O N A L V I S I T O R S
Our international booking agent, Geoff Cooke
of Geoff's Trains in the UK has been very active
in promoting Stars of Sandstone 2019 all over
the world.
Geoff's Trains’ latest Newsletter featuring Stars
2019 is now online: https://bit.ly/2LXYUlU
Prospective international visitors should book
now as Geoff has many packages and options
for guests who may be visiting us or even Africa
for the first time, take a look, you won't be
disappointed!

T H E B L U E T R A I N T O S TA R S O F S A N D S T O N E 2 0 1 9
Transnet has been upgrading the Blue Train over
the last few months and the Charter Set being
used for our excursion to Sandstone for Stars of
Sandstone 2019. It has had two coaches added
to the consist which has given us additional
accommodation for the trip. So the time to book
is now as accommodation is limited. As part of
the upgrade, Transnet has also added the
Observation Car so that guests can now take in a
panoramic view of the scenery as they cruise in
luxury to the event.
For all enquiries and bookings contact Dave
Richardson on e mail: daver@sandstone.co.za
The Blue Train departs from Pretoria at 07h00
on Wednesday, 3 April with arrival at Sandstone
at 22h30 that evening. Guests will then enjoy
two full days at the Stars of Sandstone event.

An Observation Car and two sleeper coaches have been
added to the original Stars 2019 Blue Train consist

Departure is at 18h00 on Friday, 5 April for a
morning arrival in Pretoria at 10h00 on
Saturday, 6 April 2019. You can find full details
of the excursion here: https://bit.ly/2PjrDWx
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OUR TEAM OF FOREIGN
PROFESSIONALS
One of the very experienced drivers who will
be joining us at Stars of Sandstone 2019 is
Simon Bowden. Simon is a driver at the 2'6”
gauge Welshpool & Llanfair Railway (W&L)
in Wales as well as a driver on UK main lines
with preserved steam. Simon will be a part of a
team from W&L that will be assisting us in the
running of railway operations at the event in
April.
Our picture shows Simon about to depart from
Welshpool at the controls of Great Western
Railway 0-6-0T No 823, Countess. The loco
was built by Beyer Peacock in 1902 and
survived into Great Western and British
Railways ownership prior to the lines original
closure in 1956 and subsequent re opening in
preservation in 1963. It was originally
Welshpool & Llanfair No 2.
Driver Simon Bowden with Great Western Railway No 823 Countess

90% of the train crews supporting the event
are foreign nationals.

ADDITIONAL TRAIN CREWS
We have completed a roster which covers
virtually all the key operating positions for all
the trains scheduled for Stars 2019.
However, we have some gaps in our
programme which require guards and
firemen. If you are interested in fulfilling one
of these roles please e-mail Dave Richardson
on E: daver@sandstone.co.za

THE
S TA R G A Z E R
EXPRESS
The Stargazer Express awaits departure. Picture by Rod Hering.

The ever-popular Stargazer Express has been a feature of Stars of Sandstone
events for a number of years, and 2019 will be no different — this popular
excursion will be run on most evenings during the event, weather permitting.
The clarity of the night sky above Sandstone and neighbouring Lesotho is
excellent for both amateur and more dedicated stargazers.
The train will leave Hoekfontein Station at 20h00 and arrive at Grootdraai at
20h10. This area will now be floodlit while passenger disembark and get their
bearings for a few minutes and then darkness will prevail for a presentation by
the Stargazer Team of Peter Mole and Dave Richardson. Dave will take guests
through a brief history of the area and then Peter, who was a maritime navigator
and learned his trade via celestial navigation, will take the group through what
can be seen in the heavens each evening. Booking for this special trip is not
required and guests can expect to be back at Hoekfontein Station by 21h15.
Although no runpasts will be undertaken with the train, photographers may take
night shots along the road to Grootdraai and exiting Grootdraai on the return
journey. Transport will be arranged for this from the main complex and no
private cars will be allowed on the route.
The science of the stars is fascinating and this will be an event not to be missed at
Stars of Sandstone 2019.

Drivers, firemen/stokers and guards will need
to be certified by our national railway
inspector who carries out the certifications in
terms of the Railway Safety Regulator
legislation before being allowed to take up a
position as train crew. Training and
certification will be done in the days prior to
the event.

S A F E T Y AT S TA R S
As you can imagine, safety is of paramount
importance in operating our railway and after
a recent inspection by Inspectors from the
Railway Safety Regulator (RSR), we have
received our 2018/2019 Operating Permit.
We have an impeccable safety record at
Sandstone which has been maintained by the
untiring efforts of our operating and
administrative staff over the years. We aim to
keep it that way.
Therefore, we ask all our visitors to be aware
of the railway and movements of trains during
their visit, and in particular, to be vigilant with
their children and please obey any
instructions from our rail marshals who will
be highly visible in their yellow safety jackets.
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T H E S A N D S T O N E R A I LWAY: 2 f t N A R R O W G A U G E N E W S
THE ASSEGAAIBOS
T U R N TA B L E
The Sandstone Steam Railway has built up a
large collection over the last 20 years, but one
major item of infrastructure was always
missing: an original turntable.

The Turntable as it stood in 2014.

Turntables were not that common in South
Africa, with the SAR and its forerunners
preferring the use of a triangle or a “balloon”
to turn locomotives either in the depot or at
final destinations. This, of course, required a
lot of space and in a few instances this was not
available. Readers may remember that, with
the development of the Knysna Waterfront
some years ago, the area occupied by the
triangle was used for a property development
and a turntable was built there.
In the late 60s, Assegaaibos was redeveloped
by the SAR into a major loco servicing depot
on the Port Elizabeth to Avontuur line, with a
new locomotive shed, coaling stage and a
turntable as the narrow confines of the site
precluded a triangle. Turning facilities for the
locos had become more important with the
increasing use of the NG15 locomotives, and
the transfer of the Garratt locomotives to the
other areas.

Condition as at December 2018, and the revealed central pivot

Bobby Rudman’s team preparing to remove the centre section

The turntable itself is believed to have come
from Greytown, and was originally 3'6”
gauge. It was certainly not new at
Assegaaibos. When the GE diesels arrived in
1973, steam was restricted to the Assegaaibos
to Avontuur section. Over the years, the
diesels took control and steam traction ended
by the end of 1983; although the turntable may
have been used for turning the 91 Class diesels
occasionally.
Sandstone recently purchased the turntable
for preservation from Transnet and in early
December, in conjunction with Ceres Rail and
Derick du Toit, Bobby Rudman and his team
moved in to dismantle and uplift the turntable.
It was loaded onto two Sandstone lowbed
trucks for the journey to its new home in the
Eastern Free State, where it will be
reassembled for a new lease of life on the
Sandstone Steam Railway.

Our thanks to Bobby
Rudman and the Ceres Rail
team for the photographs of
the dismantling of the
turntable and their hard work
over three days.

Arrival safely at Sandstone Estates
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M O D E R N FA R M I N G
Between the last newsletter and this one we
have completed combining nearly 800 ha of
wheat. The grades varied, which is logical
bearing in mind the very dry period we had
from September through to the end of
November 2018. However, we were pleased
with our wheat which was planted into moist
soils in June. We also received welcome but
unexpected rain in August.
Normally we only start combining our wheat
from Christmas onwards, but this time we
were finished by Christmas due to lack of rain
and high temperatures. Perhaps an indicator of
the ongoing threat of Global Warming.
These pictures show some of the capital
equipment working at Sandstone Estates. Of
the three combine harvesters in the picture,
one is 20 years old and the other two are 16
years old. We maintain them in our own
workshops.
From a purely commercial standpoint, capital
equipment purchases, if not very carefully
controlled, will devour any revenue that the
average farm can produce. We believe that
the key to profitability is to remain abreast of
technology but not to get carried away and not
necessarily purchase equipment that might be
considered obsolete in the first world but
which is still entirely capable of operating in
the African environment. We seek to create
jobs for the local communities and therefore
we will always review our labour option. We
are not preoccupied with purchasing very
expensive imported machinery that reduces
the use of labour. Our conditions are entirely
different to those in the developed world and it
would be foolhardy for us to try to pretend that
we were a farm in Iowa or New South Wales,
for example.
One of the great advantages of this policy is
that eventually items purchased new, actually
convert themselves into classic and vintage
vehicles without ever leaving their home.
That is certainly true of the machinery that we
inherited from the previous owners of the
main farm, Hoekfontein.
We were very fortunate in the Eastern Free
State and although we had very little rain up
until the expiry of our planting dates, we had
enough to get our crops to germinate.

The Kenworth T900 was purchased new from Paccar Australia in 1990
and has been working reliably ever since

With the increasing cost of expensive
imported agricultural machinery, Sandstone
Estates is turning more and more to its Vintage
Workshops for solutions. In fact, we could go
back before the days of mechanisation and
still be efficient. We can imagine a situation
where we can plant our wheat crop using only
oxen as we have June, July and August in
which to plant, so time is not an issue. The cost
would be a fraction of what it would cost us
mechanically.
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LIVESTOCK
In order to diversify our livestock business and
to take advantage of crop residues,
particularly after soya bean harvests, we are
starting to build up a flock of sheep. We have
selected Meatmasters as being the most
versatile for this purpose.
The farm previously used to have a large flock
of Damaras and we are attracted to the
Meatmasters because of their traditional
appearance and their hardiness.
We have introduced a modest number of sheep
to Sandstone Estates in order to take
advantage of the soya bean residue that we
will have from April onwards. Inevitably, the
combine harvesters miss some of the soya
bean seed, so sheep are able to pick up and eat
much to their nutritional benefit. These
somewhat bedraggled looking Meatmasters
sheep came from a very dry part of South
Africa where there had been literally nothing
for them to eat. Due to the fact that we still had
reasonable grazing, they could not believe
their luck.

When our commercial herd spends a good part of the day relaxing, it is
a clear sign that they are receiving more than adequate forage

A question, what is the correct name for our long-horned indigenous cattle breed?
I came across this portion of an article while checking on the
correct spelling for Afrikander cattle: https://bit.ly/2CYrzEL
To my way of thinking, Afrikaners are a group of people who speak
mostly Afrikaans and are the descendants of predominantly
European races. They are loosely bound together by their language
and various cultural practises and common beliefs.
Whereas Afrikanders are a breed of indigenous cattle that have
existed in Southern Africa for centuries and when first registered
as a recognised breed were named as Afrikanders in the 1920s and
again in that article that I sent to you written in 1933 were called
Afrikanders. In scientific literature, the name originally given to
any living organism takes precedence until or unless further
scientific research proves that the original given name is faulty.
The Voortrekkers and the early Boers certainly used the Afrikander
name for the breed.
From a heritage perspective, I feel that the original name should be
used.
— Noel Greeff

Afrikaner
Africander or Afrikander
We did research on the origins of the breed. The terms
Afrikaner and Africander are interchangeable.
You can have a look here:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afrikaner_cattle
— Ron Nell
In case you missed it, look at this YouTube video by
Ron Nell of our 36 Ox team:
https://youtu.be/7C3510ZcGJc.
The Sandstone Livestock Team concluded that all of the
versions of spelling worked for us, so long as they had
horns.
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M I L I TA RY M AT T E R S

Sandstone upgrades itself to Museum
status
In order to comply with various statutes and in
order to formalise the fact that we do have a
significant Heritage collection, we have
recently decided to register the collection as a
Museum.
We continue to enjoy the best of all possible
relationships with the Armour Museum in
Bloemfontein who have been our partners
with regard to Military vehicle collecting
since its inception in 2003.

E A RT H M O V I N G
We suffered a severe setback late last year
when we sent two of our big CAT engines for
overhaul to a specialist company. They got
into financial difficulties and abandoned their
premises. When we went to rescue our
engines many of the parts had been stolen.
We are looking for a replacement engine for a
CAT D8H and/or the services of anyone who
understands and who is able work on these
older CAT engines dating back to the 1950s
and 1960s.
Failing any successful outcome in South
Africa, we will have to ship these engines to
the United Kingdom where we are in touch
with a group of enthusiasts who can overhaul
these engines for us.
The above has left us short of a big Dozer for
our Earth Moving demonstration at Stars
2019. If you know of an old Bulldozer or any
old Earth Moving piece of equipment sitting
in a barn like this D6 in the Cape, please
contact Dave Richardson e mail
daver@sandstone.co.za
We are currently
hopeful that this D6 will be at Sandstone by
April this year, subject to being mechanically
useable.
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CLASSIC CARS
One of the joys that many visitors experience
at Stars of Sandstone is to bring along their
own Classic Car or join the event with their
fellow car club members. We have a number
of clubs who will be visiting us in 2019 but we
would like to see more. We can offer attractive
packages for larger groups, together with their
own club parking area. As is our policy,
Classic Cars are able to drive around the event
area and provide added photographic
opportunities to whatever attraction is being
staged at the time.
Another Star of Sandstone, the 1907 International Harvester Buggy. Photo Carl Gootzen

Sandstone will be showcasing a number of
vehicle including two Model T Fords, two
Model A Fords, a 1934 Chevrolet and of
course our Morris 10. Plus, we will also be
operating some vintage trucks and buses.
If you have a Classic Car that you would like
to parade around the Estate at Stars 2019,
please get in touch with Dave Richardson,
email daver@sandstone.co.za soon.

MORRIS 10

Sandstone's 1930 Model A Ford Coupe will be one of the Stars of Sandstone

It's been a while since we updated our readers
on the 1934 Morris 10 restoration being
undertaken by Tom Kirkland now well in to
his late 80 s. The car is now fully assembled
mechanically and the engine has been started
after setting the ignition timing. There are a
number of tasks now to complete the vehicle
to put it into full running order. After getting
the engine running correctly the front
mudguards will be fitted and the lights wired
up together with completion of the dashboard
wiring.
New tyres have been sourced to replace the
70+ years old (!) examples that are still fitted
and holding air but will probably expire in a
kilometre of running. We have also decided to
redo the entire upholstery with new seat
coverings and door panels plus a new
headlining. All the glass of the car will also be
replaced as it is badly chipped in many places
and is generally a poor fit after 84 years, the
windscreen also has a strategically placed
crack right in the driver's line of sight.
Instrumentation is complete bar servicing the
speedo and obtaining a replacement fuel
gauge sender unit. For the time being, a
graduated stick will have to do the job of
measuring the fuel level!
We have also decided to respray the car. At
present it is a (very faded) Navy Blue with
black mudguards and upper body but the
attached picture shows a wonderful shade of
red on a similar model that we shall be using.
Thanks to Tom Kirkland's precise
workmanship, the car will one of the Stars of
Sandstone in 2019 and visitors will be most
welcome to hitch a ride in this splendid
vehicle.
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R A I LWAY P H O T O G R A P H Y
Reminder — there is a special early morning
photographic programme included at Stars
2019 for professional and enthusiastic
photographers. The numbers are being limited
to provide the best possible experience for the
dedicated steam photographer.
Many of the photographic opportunities are
set up at photographers’ request. If you have a
specific preference for how you would like a
photograph present, please let us know.
All photographer enquiries to Dave
Richardson on +27(0)82 447 9167 or via e
mail daver@sandstone.co.za
Why are so many photographers so
passionate about filming Steam Engines?
Here is why. On the left is a photograph by
Michel Duval of South African Class 16DA
No 879 and Class 16E No 857 on a Union
Limited rail tour some 20 years ago.
It is certainly one of the most spectacular
steam scenes ever photographed. And much
commented on!
We have not been able to contact Michel
Duval but many photographers have
questioned if any retouching has taken place.
Michel are you out there somewhere?
Recent rains have started to fill our dams
which is always of interest to our railway
photographers because they often enjoy the
reflection across the water. However, the
growth of trees and reeds has been significant
and we will be looking at how we can
ameliorate that in the interests of our
photographers.

WILDLIFE
Notwithstanding the dry conditions in the
latter part of 2018, our Antelope always seem
to be in outstanding condition.
The photo of the Blesbok was taken in the soft
evening light which significantly enhanced
the colours of this excellent specimen.
The Springbok are proliferating and we now
have big herds of more than a 100 strong.
They have always been wild but they seem to
be congregating in larger numbers closer to
the railway, probably because of the
protection that we afford them against
poachers and people hunting with dogs.
We take no precautions regarding our crop
protection because they simply do not include
that in their diet.
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E X P E R I E N C E A L L T H AT S A N D S T O N E H A S T O O F F E R AT S TA R S 2 0 1 9
A list of what you can see and do at Stars of
Sandstone 2019 during the event from 4 to 14
April 2019:
?
Steam train rides and photography
?
Steam footplate experiences
?
Vintage Aircraft Display
?
Tractor and vintage bus rides
?
Military and Classic vehicle rides
?
Ox wagon rides
?
Modern farming tours
?
Vintage agricultural machinery
?
Traction engine displays
?
Heavy armour military displays
?
Battle re-enactments
?
Special photographic sessions for the rail
enthusiast, as well as numerous
photographic opportunities on the farm
and with the exhibits
?
On site Food Village and Bar
?
Become involved as an active participant
in the event
Book now to enjoy these experiences at Stars
of Sandstone 2019.

Not yet booked for
Stars of Sandstone 2019?
Our short video of what you can do and see
at the event in April 2019 should persuade
you! Be convinced here:
https://youtu.be/ziGauvrVDIA

MEDIA LINKS
The Goldsmith Gazette December 2018
Down under, the Lake Goldsmith Steam
Preservation Association staged an
earthmoving event recently at its Spring
Rally. Earthmoving will be a major event at
Stars of Sandstone 2019 so it's good to see
what our Aussie friends were up to!
https://bit.ly/2VMIhyn
The Model A Club
One of Sandstone's great supporters, The
Model A Club, has produced a calendar for
2019 with a steamy scene from Sandstone on
the cover page. Certainly worth downloading
and printing for your own use.
https://bit.ly/2AFuHUm

These photos all by Rod Smith

From all of us at Stars’19 — that’s all for now!
Gert Jubileus
THE SANDSTONE TEAM Curator, Narrow Gauge Railway: gertj@sandstone.co.za
www.starsofsandstone.com

Preserving the best of the Past for the Future

Please click on the logo to visit the
Stars of Sandstone website

| T: +27(0)82 811 0254
Curator, Military Collection: Raymond Hohls
raymondh@sandstone.co.za | T: +27(0)82 990 5640
Curator, Agricultural Heritage: Chris Wilson
chrisw@sandstone.co.za | T: +27(0)84 556 1117
International Enquiries: Louise Norton
tourism@sandstone.co.za | T: +44(0)1747 820499
@SandstoneEstates
South African Enquiries: Leigh Sanders / Alina Halafu T: +27(0)51 933 2235
leighs@sandstone.co.za | alinah@sandstone.co.za

Event Matters & Newsletter Editor:
Dave Richardson | daver@sandstone.co.za
Newsletter Production:
Claire at Eschie Graffix
@SandstoneHerit
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